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after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 
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This application contains claims directed to the following patentably distinct 
species: 

Claims 1-3 are directed to a composition comprising as one of the essential 
components a silyl group-functionalized polyether (A) having a different structure that 
depends on the precursors from which it is derived. For instance, claim 4 contemplates 
that (A) is prepared by hydrosilylation of a polyether derivatized with alkenyl groups with 
an organosilicon compound bearing Si-H residues. Claim 5 discloses a polymer (A) 
derived from a hydroxyl group-containing polyether and an organosilicon compound 
bearing an isocyanate group. (Ostensibly, the isocyanate group is not bonded directly 
to the silicon atom but the claim does not exclude this possibility.) Claim 6 requires (A) 
to be formed by reacting a polyether featuring isocyanate-terminal groups and an 
organosilicon compound bearing amine groups. Finally, claim 7 stipulates that (A) is 
prepared by reacting a polyether bearing alkenyl moieties with an organosilicon 
compound containing mercapto groups. 

Claims 8-1 1 and 12-15 further limit claims 2 and 3 respectively in precisely the 
same fashion as claims 4-7 further limit claim 1 . The polymer delineated in claims 4, 8, 
and 12 represent one species, that in claims 5, 9, and 13 a second species, that in 
claims 6, 10, and 14 a third species, and that in claims 7, 11, and 15 a fourth species. 
Each species has different structural attributes, in particular a different organic residue 
connecting the polyether backbone and the silicon atom by virtue of the different 
synthetic approaches used to make each embodiment and, hence, would require the 
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employment of different search terms, and possibly subclasses, to find the most 
relevant prior art. 

Applicant is required under 35 U.S.C. 121 to elect a single disclosed species for 
prosecution on the merits to which the claims shall be restricted if no generic claim is 
finally held to be allowable. Currently, claims 1-3 are generic. 

Applicant is advised that a reply to this requirement must include an identification 
of the species that is elected consonant with this requirement, and a listing of all claims 
readable thereon, including any claims subsequently added. An argument that a claim 
is allowable or that all claims are generic is considered nonresponsive unless 
accompanied by an election. 

Upon the allowance of a generic claim, applicant will be entitled to consideration 
of claims to additional species which depend from or otherwise require all the limitations 
of an allowable generic claim as provided by 37 CFR 1 .141 . If claims are added after 
the election, applicant must indicate which are readable upon the elected species. 
MPEP § 809.02(a). 

Applicant is advised that the reply to this requirement to be complete must 
include (i) an election of a species or invention to be examined even though the 
requirement be traversed (37 CFR 1.143) and (ii) identification of the claims 
encompassing the elected invention. 

The election of an invention or species may be made with or without traverse. To 
reserve a right to petition, the election must be made with traverse. If the reply does not 
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distinctly and specifically point out supposed errors in the restriction requirement, the 
election shall be treated as an election without traverse. 

Should applicant traverse on the ground that the inventions or species are not 
patentably distinct, applicant should submit evidence or identify such evidence now of 
record showing the inventions or species to be obvious variants or clearly admit on the 
record that this is the case. In either instance, if the examiner finds one of the inventions 
unpatentable over the prior art, the evidence or admission may be used in a rejection 
under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) of the other invention. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Marc S. Zimmer whose telephone number is 571-272- 
1096. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 8:00-4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Randy Gulakowski can be reached on 571-272-1302. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

August 14, 2007 
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